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CROW’S NEST 

Grand Knight’s Message 

 

 
 

Welcome to the new Knights of Columbus Fraternal Year. In 

case you have not heard, with the new year comes a new 

program, Faith in Action. It replaces Surge with Service. 

Thank you to all who stepped up to be officers this year. 

Together we have already been planning and working with 

the new Faith in Action program. Many new and exciting 

activities will be coming for all us to be involved in. 

 

It is my hope that together we can grow deeper in our 

spirituality as Catholic men, strengthen our family life, and 

expend our charitable work as members of the Knights of 

Columbus. Please find ways to get involved. We will provide 

you many opportunities. If you have not been made aware of 

activities, please let me know. 

 

We also need to continue to ask Catholic men to become 

members of the Knights of Columbus. Please ask them. 

Please be a model Knight so that by seeing your actions 

others will want to join. We are focusing on only one First 

Degree exemplification for the rest of 2018. That will take 

place at the end of October. 

 
Eric Van Meter 
 

 
 

2018-19 Officers 
 

Chaplain 
   Rev. S.K. Eric A. Zimmer, S.J. 

   (574) 340-0687 

Grand Knight  
   S.K. Eric Van Meter            

    (574) 904-9812 

    ericvm729@gmail.com       

Deputy Grand Knight 

    S.K. Tim Bonadies 

    (574) 252-5933 

Financial Secretary 

     S.K. George Adams, PGK 

     gcadams@alumni.nd.edu 

     (574) 273-1198 

Chancellor (Acting) 

     Brad Jordan  

     (574) 299-9930 

Recorder 

     Douglas Gilman 

     (574) 291-6408 

Treasurer  
    Cel Lopez 

    (574) 291-4589 

Advocate  

    Jim Kramer             

    (574) 291-6683  

Warden  

    Rob Diltz            

    (574) 277-5384 

Inside Guard (Acting) 

    George Spohrer  

     (574) 532-5620 

Outside Guard (Acting)  

    Charlie Dettmer  

     (574) 272-0905  

Lecturer  
    Vacant position             

    Please consider  

Trustees 

     S.K. Lee Slavinskas, PGK 

     (574) 299-1232 

     S.K. Mike Huszar, PGK 

     (574) 250-1863 

     Ryan Grill, PGK 

     (574) 387-1628  

K of C Insurance Field Agent 

     S.K. Andrew Weiss 

     (574) 274-6929 

District Deputy 11 

     S.K. Gil Martin 

     (574) 276-5027 

Editor 

     S.K. George Adams, PGK 

     (574) 273-1198 
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  Chaplain’s Message 

 

 

On 15 August we celebrate the Solemnity of the 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In the tradition of 

the Church, as early as the 6
th

 century, the faithful believed 

that upon her death Our Lady’s body did not know decay, 

but was borne, body and soul, into heaven. Pope Pius XII 

declared her assumption dogma on November 1, 1950, All 

Saints Day, invoking the papal authority of infallibility on 

faith and morals. August 14 each year saw generations of 

young men and women enter novitiates over many 

decades, and having completed the required one year and 

one day on the next August 15, many of these fervent 

believers would profess their religious vows on this 

Solemnity. We do well, as Sir Knights, to consider the 

model of faith that Our Lady offers us in her life and to 

further consider this commitment to public profession of 

Christian life on this day. We, no less than they, receive 

the call to faith-filled commitment, each in our own 

vocation. Let us pray for the strength to make our faith 

commitment public and of such magnetism that all those 

who see us will desire to live the life of Christ. 

Fr. Zimmer 

New Officers Elected 
 

At our regular meeting on June 11, we held our annual 

election of officers.  The names and contact information 

for your re-elected, appointed, and new officers are listed 

on page 1. Go to our website, www.kofc5521.org, to see 

the officers’ photos or to contact them by email.  

 

The new officers will be installed at the regular Council 

meeting on August 13. 

 

Thank you 
 

Special thanks are due to brothers Chris Basker, who 

painted the  pavilion and picnic tables, and Roger Mathia, 

Sr., who cut down the tall vegetation around the edge of 

the pond. We’re grateful to these Knights who improved 

the exterior image of our council. 

 
 

 

      Upcoming Events 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all Council meetings, Admission (First) Degree 

exemplifications, Council planning meetings, Knights Nites Out, and 

South Bend Francis Club meetings begin at 7:00 p.m.  Fish fries and 

spaghetti dinners are from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Book discussions 

before council meetings begin at 5:30 p.m. 

 

August 3 – Fish fry 

 

August 5 – Corn and sausage roast  

     Council Grounds 1-4 p.m. 

 

August 6 – K of C St Joseph Valley Chapter meeting 

     Council 553, 7:00 p.m. 

 

August 12 – St. Matthew Back-to-School cookout 

  

August 13 – Council meeting 

      

August 15 – Assumption of the BVM – Holy Day 

 

August 17 – Spaghetti dinner 

 

August 20 -- South Bend Francis Club meeting 

 

August 25 – Council Cleanup Day 

                      Grilling for Hannah’s House Zoofest 

                        

August 27 – Council planning meeting 

 

September 3 – Labor Day 

 

September 7 – Fish fry 

 

September 8 – K of C Soccer Challenge 

 

September 10 – Council meeting  

 

September 17 – South Bend Francis Club meeting 

 

September 21 – Gibault School Conference  

                            Spaghetti dinner 

 

September 22 – Formation (2
nd

 )Degree exemplification 

     Council 553, 1:00 p.m. 

 

September 24 – Council planning meeting 

      

October 5 – Fish Fry 

 

October 8 – Council meeting 

 

October 15 – South Bend Francis Club meeting 

 

October 19 – Spaghetti dinner 

 

October 22 – Council planning meeting 

          K of C information night 

 

November 1 – Solemnity of All Saints – Holy Day 

 

http://www.kofc5521.org/
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TAKE A STAND FOR LIFE 

 

 
 

If we want God’s help, we must ask through prayer, 

sacrifice and personal witness. Mass at The Life Center 

(TLC) is on Wed. 1:30 p.m., Adoration is on Tues. and 

Fri. from 8:30 to 2:00, Wed. is 2:00 – 6:30. Visit us at 

2018 Ironwood Circle in South Bend. Visit our amazing 

Catholic library – enrich your faith. Check 

DivineMercyForLife.net for more info or call (574) 286-

7860. We are seeking volunteers who want to stand for 

life! If you can pray, or type, or help in any way, please 

come and join in saving lives and souls. 

 

New Council Formed in South Bend 
 

St. Thérèse Martin Council No. 17043 in South Bend 

recently received its charter. It is based at St. Thérèse, 

Little Flower parish on N. Ironwood Rd. As we welcome 

them to the community, please join us in praying for their 

success. 

 

Annual Right to Life Benefit Dinner 

 

The Right to Life Dinner brings together nearly 1,000 

steadfast pro-life individuals to support the life-saving 

work of St. Joseph County Right to Life. The generosity 

of our members on this night makes it possible for us to 

continue reaching out, educating, and advocating for life 

all year long. This opportunity also serves to unite and 

educate the pro-life powerhouses of northern Indiana who 

commit to building up a culture of life in our community. 

For more information or to make reservations, visit  

https://www.prolifemichiana.org/benefit. 

Membership and Degree News 
 

At our Admission Degree on July 10, we initiated 

Brothers Nicholas Monnin and Robert Morgan. 

Brothers Tom Fisher, Lou Gmiter and James Shaw 

have transferred in to our council.  Welcome, brothers, 

to Council 5521! 

 

 
New members Nick Monnin (L) and Robert Morgan 

 

Our next Admission Degree is will be scheduled for 

late October.  If you have a potential member to 

propose or sponsor, contact membership director Brad 

Jordan at hoss7801@yahoo.com so we can get the 

candidate scheduled for one of the exemplifications.  

Candidates and sponsors should arrive by 6:30 p.m.  

Guests should arrive by 6:45 p.m. 

 

Attention First and Second degree Knights :  A 

Formation (2
nd

) Degree exemplification is being 

planned for the afternoon of September 22 at Council 

553. Plans are also being made to hold both Formation 

and Knighthood (3
rd

) Degree exemplifications on 

November 3 at Notre Dame Council 1477. Watch your 

email and Crow’s Nest for updates. 

 

Recruiting – Brothers, our 2018-2019 fraternal year 

has begun! This year, our goal is 13 new members 

over losses. That means that we really need at least 20 

new Knights if we wish to achieve the Star Council 

Award. Please remember that by achieving this award 

we receive financial credit from Supreme that helps us 

with our charitable efforts. Two years ago, we enrolled 

17 new members, so we CAN do it! Please, make an 

effort to recruit ONE new person this year!  

 

 

 

 

 

DivineMercyForLife.net
https://www.prolifemichiana.org/benefit
hoss7801@yahoo.com
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Knights of Columbus 
Ave Maria Council 5521 

61533 Ironwood Rd. 

South Bend, IN 46614-9021 

Telephone: (574) 291-2740 

 

TThhee  FFaammiillyy  CCoouunncciill  
 

Listen, Share and Connect to  

Win a $50 Gift Card 

Every Knight who recruits five men between July 1 and 

Sept. 30, 2018, will automatically win a $50 

KnightsGear gift card! Here’s how: 

 • Listen to a man’s needs for himself and his family. 

How does he want to be involved with in the parish and 

community? 

 • Share how your K of C membership helps you and 

your family to live out your faith, help the community 

and be closer with each other.  

 • Connect that man with real programs and 

opportunities in your council that match his interests. 

Then, sign him up for membership using a Membership 

Document (#100) or by visiting kofc.org/joinus and 

using the Online Membership application.  

To be eligible for the $50 gift card, you must be listed as 

the proposer on either the Form 100 or the Online 

Membership application. 

 

 

 

Volunteer Corner 
 

The Council is continuing its Tootsie Roll sale to aid 

our intellectually challenged citizens. Our next 

fundraiser is planned for October. Earlier this year, 

we raised $397 on one weekend. For more 

information, or to volunteer, contact Cel Lopez at 

(574) 291-4589. 

 

In November it will again be our council’s turn to 

host the WNDU-TV Mass. The dates are Nov. 4, 11, 

18, and 25. To volunteer, please contact brother 

Knight Jim Kramer at  kramer.james@comcast.net or 

by phone at 286-4151 (cell) or 291-6683 (home).  

Volunteers should bring a half gallon of orange juice 

and a gallon of milk; doughnuts will be provided.  

Please arrive at the station by 10:15.  You will be able 

to leave by 11:15. 

 

 
 

Place 
stamp 

here 

Article deadline for Oct. issue:  Sept. 15. 
 

Crow’s Nest is published bi-monthly in February, April, June, 

August, October, and December by Knights of Columbus, Ave 

Maria Council 5521, 61533 Ironwood Rd., South Bend, IN 46614-

9021. Article deadline is the fifteenth day of the month preceding 

publication. 

kofc.org/joinus
mailto:kramer.james@comcast.net

